Mice Reach Higher Visual Sensitivity at Night by Using a
More Efficient Behavioral Strategy.
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New Finding

Koskela and colleagues make the surprising discovery that mouse behavioral
detection in dim light is under diurnal control and is more sensitive at night, but that
ganglion cell sensitivity in the retina is not altered between day and night. They then
used an automated system of their design to track the behavior of the mice and
discovered that a number of features of mouse behavior during searching could be
different, in particular the position of the head and the time the mice kept the
stimulus in view during the search. They concluded that mice employ a more
efficient search strategy at night, and that once they have learned this strategy, they
can employ it even in the day.
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